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SERIOUS  and  USEFUL 

SCHEME, 

There  is  not  any  thing  which  con¬ 
tributes  more  to  the  Reputation  of 
particular  Perfons,  or  to  the  Honour 
of  a  Nation  in  general,  than  erecting  and  en¬ 
dowing  proper  Edifices ,  for  the  Reception  of 
thofe  who  labour  under  different  Kinds  of 
Diftrefs.  The  Difeafed  and  Unfortunate  are 
thereby  delivered  from  the  Mifery  of  want¬ 
ing  Affiftance ;  and  others,  are  delivered  from 
the  Mifery  of  beholding  them. 

It  is  certain,  that  the  Genius  of  the  People 
of  England  is  ftrongly  turned  to  publick  Cha¬ 
rities  ;  and,  to  fo  noble  a  Degree,  that  almoft 
in  every  part  of  this  Great  and  Opulent  City, 
and  alfo  in  many  of  the  adjacent  Villages,  we 
meet  with  a  great  Variety  of  Hofpitals ,  fup- 
ported  by  the  generous  Contributions  of  pri¬ 
vate  Families,  as  well  as  by  the  Liberality  of 
the  Publicki  Some,  for  Seamen,  worn  out 
in  the  Service  of  their  Country;  and  others., 
for  infirm  difabled  Soldiers;  Some,  for  the 
Maintenance  ofTradefmen  decayed;  and  o- 
thers3  for  their  Widows,  and  Orphans ;  Some, 
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for  the  Service  of  thofe  who  linger  under  te¬ 
dious  Diftempers ;  and  others,  for  fuch  as  are 
deprived  of  ffieir  Reafon. 

But  I  fnd,  upon  nice  Infpe&ion,  that  there 
is  one  Kind  of  Charity,  almoft  totally  difre- 
gar^d,  which,  neverthelefs,  appears  to  me  of 
£>  excellent  a  Nature,  as  to  be  at  prefent  more 
Wanted,  and  better  calculated  for  the  Eafe, 
Quietnefs,  and  Felicity  of  this  whole  King¬ 
dom,  than  any  other  can  poffibly  be.  I 
mean, 

An  Uofpital for  Incurables. 

I  mu  ft  indeed  confefs,  that  an  Endowment 
of  this  Nature  would  prove  a  very  large, 
and  perpetual  Expence.  However,  I  have 
not  the  leaft  Diffidence,  that  I  fhall  be  able 
effectually  to  convince  the  World,  that  my 
prefent  Scheme  for  fuch  an  Uofpital ,  is  very 
practicable ;  and  muft  be  very  defirable  by 
every  one,  who  hath  the  Intereft  of  his  Coun¬ 
try.,  or  his  fellow  Creatures,  really  at  Heart. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  altho’  the  Bodies  of 
human  Creatures  be  affeCted  with  an  infinite 
Variety  of  Diforders,  which  elude  the  Power 
of  Medicine,  and  are  often  found  to  be  incur¬ 
able  ;  yet  their  Minds  are  alfo  overrun  with 
an  equal  Variety,  which  no  Skill,  no  Power, 
no  Medicine  can  alter  or  amend.  And  I 
think,  that  out  of  regard  to  the  publick  Peace 
and  Emolument,  as  well  as  the  Repofe  of 
%  many 
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many  pious  and  valuable  Families,  this  lat¬ 
ter  Species  of  Incurables  ought  principally  to 
engage  our  Attention  and  Beneficence. 

I  believe,  an  HoJ'pital  for  fuch  Incurables 
will  be  univerfally  allowed  neceifary,  if  We 
only  confider,  what  Numbers  of  abfolute  In¬ 
curables,  every  Profefm ,  Rank,  and  Degree 
would  perpetually  produce,  which,  at  prefent, 
are  only  national  Grievances,  and  of  which 
we  can  have  no  other  effectual  Method  to 
purge  the  Kingdom. 

For  Inftance  ;  1<^  any  Man  feriouily  confi¬ 
der,  what  Numbers  there  are  of  incurable 
Fools ,  incurable  Knaves,  incurable  Scolds,  in¬ 
curable  Scnblers  (befide  my  felf)  incurable 
.  Coxcombs ,  incurable  Infidels ,  incurable  Hers , 

;  incurable  Whores  in  all  Places  of  publick  Re¬ 
fort —  :  Not  to  mention  the  incurably  Vain, 
incurably  Envious ,  incurably  Proud,  incurably 
jiffedled,  incurably  Impertinent ,  and  ten  thou- 
iand  other  Incurables,  which  I  muft  ofNeceffity 
pais  over  in  Silence,  left  I  ihould  fwell  this 
Eifay  into  a  Volume.  And  without  Doubt, 
every  unprejudiced  Perfon  will  agree,  that  out 

I  of  meet  Chriftian  Charity,  the  Publick  ougiit 
to  be  eafed  as  much  as  pofiible,  of  this  trouble- 
iome  and  intolerable  Variety  of  Incurables.  . 

And  fir  ft  $  under  the  Denomination  of  in¬ 
curable  Fools,  we  may  reafonably  expedt,  that 
fuch  an  Hofpital  would  be  furnifhed  with 
confiderable  Numbers  of  the  Growth  ox  our 

twn  Univer, pities  who,  at  prefent,  appear  in 
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various  Profeffions  in  the  World,  under  the 
venerable  Titles  of  Phyjicians,  Barrijlers,  and 
TLcclefiaftich. 

And,  as  thofe  antient  Seminaries  have  been 
for  fome  Years  paft,  accounted  little  better 
than  Nurferies  of  fuch  fort  of  Incurables,  it 
fhould  feem  highly  commendable  to  make 
fome  kind  of  Provifion  for  them ;  becaufe,  it 
is  more  than  probable,  that  if  they  are  to  be 
fupported  by  their  own  particular  Merit  in 
their  feveral  Callings,  they  muft  neceflarily 
acquire  but  a  very  indifferent  Maintenance. 

I  would  not,  willingly,  be  here  fufpedted, 
to  caft  Reflections  on  any  Order  of  Men,  as 
if  I  thought,  that  fmall  Gains  from  the  Pro- 
feffion  of  any  Art  or  Science ,  were  always  an 
undoubted  Sign  of  an  equally  fmall  Degree  of 
Underftanding :  For,  I  profefs  my  felf  to  be 
fomewhat  inclined  to  a  very  oppofite  Opini¬ 
on  ;  having  frequently  obferved,  that,  at  the 
Bar ,  the  Pulfe,  and  the  Pidpit,  thofe  who 
have  the  leafl:  Learning  or  Senfe  to  plead, 
meet  generally  with  the  largeft  Share  of  Pro- 1 
motion  and  Profit.  Of  which  many  Pittan¬ 
ces  might  be  produced;  but  the  Publick 
feems  to  want  no  Conviction  in  this  Parti-: 


cular. 

Under  the  fame  Denomination  we  may  fuf' 
ther  expeCt  a  large  and  ridiculous  Quantity 
old  rich  Widows',  whofe  eager  and  impatient 
Appetites  inflame  them  with  extravt 
Paflions,  for  Fellows  of  a  very  different 
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and  compIexi°n  from  themfelves:  Who  our- 

Toinm£°nteT£>  *andi  Averflon  with  good 
Join tui  es ;  and  being  loaded  with  Years §  In- 

firmuies,  and  probably  ill  Humour,  are  forced 
o  bribe  into  their  Embraces,  fuch  whofe  For¬ 
tunes,  and  Characters,  are  equally  defperate. 

Befides,  our  Collection  of  incurable  Fools 
would  receive  an  incredible  Addition  from 
every  one  of  the  following  Articles. 

,  /^r°m  young  extravagant  Heirs ;  who  are 
juft  of  a  competent  Age,  to  become  the  Bubbles 
of  Jockeys ,  Sportjmen,  Gamejlers ,  Bullies ,  Sharp¬ 
en*  Courtezans ,  and  fuch  fort  of  honourable 
Pick-pockets. 


From  Mifers'j  who  half  ftarve  themfelves, 
to  feed  the  Prodigality  of  their  Heirs:  And 
who  proclaim  to  the  World  how  unworthy 
they  are  of  pofleffing  Eftates,  by  the  wretch¬ 
ed  and  ridiculous  Methods  they  take  to  enjoy 
them. 

From  contentious  People ,  of  all  Conditions; 
who  are  content  to  wafte  the  greateft  part  of 
their  own  Fortunes  at  Law,  to  be  the  Instru¬ 
ments  of  impoverishing  others. 

From  thofe,  who  have  any  Confidence  in 
Profefjiom  of  Friendship,  before  Trial ;  or  any 
Dependance  on  the  Fidelity  of  a  Miftrefs. 

From  young  illiterate  Squires,  who  travel 
abroad  to  import  Lewdnefs ,  Conceit ,  Arrogance , 
Vanity  and  Foppery,  of  which  Commodities 
there  feems  to  be  fo  great  an  Abundance  at 
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From  young  Clergymens  ,  who  contrive,  by 
Matrimony,  to  acquire  a  Family,  before  they 
have  obtained  the  neceffary  Means  to  main¬ 
tain  one. 

From  thofe  who  have  confiderable  Eftases 
in  different  Kingdoms,  and  yet  are  fo  incura¬ 
bly  ftupid,  as  to  fpend  their  whole  Incomes 
in  ’This. 

Thefe,  and  feveral  other  Articles  which 
might  be  mentioned,  would  afford  us  a  perpe¬ 
tual  Opportunity  of  eafing  the  Publick,  by 
having  an  Hofpital  for  the  Accommodation  of 
fuch  Incurables :  Who,  at  prefent,  either  by 
the  over  Fondnefs  of  near  Relations,  or  the 
Indolence  of  the  Magiftrates,  are  permitted 
to  walk  abroad,  and  appear  in  the  moil  crowd¬ 
ed  Places  of  this  City,  as  if  they  were  indeed 
reafonable  Creatures. 

I  had  almoft  forgot  to  hint,  that  under  this 
Article,  there  is  a  modeft  Probability,  that 
many  of  the  Clergy  would  be  found  properly 
qualified  for  Admittance  into  the  Iiofpital, 
who  might  fcrve  in  the  Capacity  of  Chaplains , 
and  fave  the  unneceffary  Expence  of  Sallaries. 

To  thefe  Fools,  in  order  fucceed,  fuch  as 
mayjuftly  be  included  under  the  extenfive  De¬ 
nomination  of  incurable  Knaves ;  of  which 
our  feveral  Inns  of  Court  would  conftantly  af¬ 
ford  us  abundant  Supplies. 

I  think  indeed,  that,  of  this  Species  of  In¬ 
curables,  there  ought  to  be  a  certain  limited 
Number  annually  admitted  $  which  Number, 

neither 
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neither  any  Regard  to  the  Quiet  or  Benefit  of 
the  Nation,  nor  any  other  charitable  or  Pub- 
iick-fpirited  Reafon,  fhould  tempt  us  to  ex¬ 
ceed  ;  becaufe,  if  all  were  to  be  admitted  on 
fuch  a  Foundation,  who  might  be  reputed 
incurable  of  this  Diftemper-,  and  if  it  were  pof- 
fible  for  the  Publick  to  find  any  Place  large 
enough  for  their  Reception;  I  have  not  the 
leafi:  Doubt,  that  all  our  Inns  which  are  at 
this  Day  fo  crowded,  would  in  a  thort  Time 
be  emptied  of  their  Inhabitants ;  and  the 
Law,  that  beneficial  Craft ,  want  hands  to  con¬ 
duct  it. 

I  tremble  to  think  what  Herds  of  Attornies , 
Sollicitors ,  Pettifoggers ,  Scriveners,  UJurers, 
Hackney -Clerks,  Pick-pockets,  Pawn-Brokers, 
“Jaylors,  and  fiufiices  of  the  Peace,  would 
hourly  be  driven  to  fuch  an  Hojpital:  And 
what  Difturbance  it  might  alfo  create  in  feverai 
noble  and  wealthy  Families. 

What  unexpected  Diftrefs  might  it  prove 
to  feverai  Men  of  Fortune  and  Quality,  to  be 
fudden lv  deprived  of  their  rich  Stewards,  in 
whom  they  had  for  many  Years  repofed  the 
utmofi:  Confidence,  and  to  find  them  irreco¬ 
verably  lodged  among  fuch  a  Collection  of 


'ncurables  ■ 

Flow  many  Orphans  might  then  expeCt  to 
se  their  Guardians  hurried  away  to  the  Hofi- 
ital-,  and  how  many  greedy  Executors  find 
leafon  to  lament  the  want  of  Opportunity  to 
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Would  not  Exchange-Alley  have  caufe  to 
mourn  for  the  Lofs  of  its  Stock-Jobbers  and 
Brokers ;  and  the  Charitable  Corporation ,  for 
the  Confinement  of  many  of  its  Directors  ? 

Might  not  Weftminjler-Hall ,  as  well  as  all 
the  Gaming-Houfes  in  this  great  City,  be  en¬ 
tirely  unpeopled ;  and  the  Profeflbrs  of  Art  in 
each  of  thofe  Aflemblies,  become  ufelefs  in 
their  Vocations,  by  being  deprived  of  all  fu¬ 
ture  Opportunity  to  be  difhoneft  ? 

In  Ihort,  it  might  put  the  whole  Kingdom 
into  Confufion  and  Diforder  ;  and,  we  Ihould 
find,  that  the  entire  Revenues  of  this  Nation 
would  be  fcarce  able  to  fupport  fo  great  a 
Number  of  Incurables,  in  this  way,  as  would 
appear  qualified  for  Admiffion  into  our  Hos¬ 
pital.  i 

For,  if  we  only  confider,  how  this  King¬ 
dom  fwarms  with  Quadrille-Tables,  and  Gam¬ 
ing-Houfes  both  publick  and  private ;  and  alfo, 
how  each  of  thofe  Houfes  (as  well  as  Wejlmin- 
jler-Hall  aforefaid)  fwarms  with  Knaves  who 
are  anxious  to  win,  or  Fools  who  have  any 
thing  to  lofe ;  we  may  foon  be  convinced, 
how  neceflary  it  will  be  to  limit  the  Number) 
of  Incurables,  comprehended  under  thofe 
Titles,  left  the  Foundation  fhould  prove 
infufficient  to  maintain  any  others  befide 
them. 

However,  if  by  this  Scheme  of  mine,  thr 
Nation  can  be  eafed  of  20  or  30  thoufand  fuel 
Incurables ,  I  think  it  ought  to  be  efteeme< 

fome 
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*  .  "  ^  worthy  of  the  At¬ 

tention  of  the  Pubhck. 

The  next  fort,  tor  whom  I  would  gladly 
provide,  and  who  for  feveral  Generations  have 
proved  infupportable  Plagues  and  Grievances 
to  the  good  People  of  England ,  are  thofe,  who 
may  properly  be  admitted  under  the  Cha¬ 
racter  of  incurable  Scolds. 

I  own,  this  to  be  a  Diftemper  of  fo  defpe- 
rate  a  Nature,  that  few  Females  can  be  found, 
willing  to  own  themfelves  any  way  addicted 
to  it:  And  yet,  it  is  thought,  that  there  is 
fcarce  a  fingle  Parfon ,  Prentice ,  Alderman , 
Squire ,  or  Husband,  who  would  not  folemnly 
avouch  the  very  Reverfe. 

I  could  wift,  indeed,  that  the  Word,  Scold, 
might  be  changed  for  fome  more  gentle 
Term,  of  equal  Signification ;  becaufe,  I  am 
convinced,  that  the  very  Name  is  as  offenfive 
to  Female  Ears,  as  the  Effects  of  that  incura¬ 
ble  Diftemper  is,  to  the  Ears  of  the  Mvz.* 
Which  to  be  fure  is  inexpreffible. 

And,  that  it  hath  been  always  cuftomary 
to  honour  the  very  fame  kind  of  Actions  with 
different  Appellations,  only  to  avoid  giving 
Offence,  is  evident  to  common  Obfervation. 

For  Inftance;  How  many  Lawyers,  At  tor- 
nies,  Solicitors,  Under -Sheriffs,  intriguing  Cham¬ 
ber-Maids,  and  Counter ^Officers,  are  conti¬ 
nually  guilty  of  Extortion ,  Bribery,  OppreJJm, , 
and  many  other  profitable  Knaveries,  to  diaiu 
the  Purfes  of  thofe,  with  whom  they  are  any 

'  -  C  way 


way  concerned  ?  and  yet,  all  thefe  different 
Expedients  to  raife  a  Fortune,  pafs  generally' 
under  the  milder  Names  of  Fees,  Perquijites , 
Vails ,  Prefents,  Gratuities,  and  fuch  like  ;  al- 
tho’,  in  ftridtnefs  of  Speech  they  lhould  he 
called,  Robbery ,  and  confequently  be  rewarded 
with  a  Gibbet. 

Nay,  how  many  honourable  Gentlemen 
might  be  enumerated,  who  keep  open  Shop 
to  make  a  Trade  of  Iniquity ;  who  teach  the 
haw  to  wink  whenever  Power  or  Profit  ap¬ 
pears  in  her  way;  and  contrive  to  grow  rich 
by  the  Vice,  the  Contention ,  or  the  Follies  pf 
Mankind;  and  who,  neverthelefs,  inftead  6f 
being  branded  with  the  harlh-founding  Names, 
of  Knaves ,  Pilferers,  or  publick  Opprefors,  (as 
they  juftly  merit)  are  only  diftinguifhed  by 
the  Title  of  Jujlices  of  the  Peace ;  in  which 
fmgle  Term  all  thofe  feveral  Appellations  are 
generally  thought  to  be  implied. 

But  to  proceed.  When  firff  I  determined 
to  prepare  this  Scheme  for  the  Ufe  and  In- 
fpedion  of  the  publick ;  I  intended  to  examine 
one  whole  Ward  in  this  City,  that  my  Com¬ 
putation  of  the  Number  of  incurable  Scolds, 
might  be  more  perfect  and  exadt.  But  I  found 
it  impofiible  to  finiih  my  Progrefs  through 
more  than  one  Street. 

I  made  my  firff  Application  to  a  wealthy 
Citizen  in  Cornhiil,  Common-Council- Man 
for  his  Ward:  to  whom  I  hinted,  that  if  he 
knew  e’er  an  incurable  Scold  in  the  Neighbour- 
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hood,  I  had  fome  Hope  to  provide  for  her  in 
iuch  9.  manner,  as  to  hinder  her  from  being; 
further  troublefome.  He  referred  me  with 
great  Delight  to  his  next  Door  Friend;  yet, 
whifpered  me,  that  with  much  greater  Eafe 
and  Pleafure  he  could  furnifh  me  out  of  his 
own  Family — ;  and  begged  the  Preference. 

His  next  Door  Friend  owned  readily  that 
his  Wife’s,  Qualifications  were  not  misfrepre- 
iented,  and  that  he  would  chearfully  contri¬ 
bute  to  promote  fo  ufeful  a  Scheme;  but, 
pofitlvely  aflerted,  that  it  would  be  of  fmall 
Service,  to  rid  the  Neighbourhood  of  one  Wo¬ 
man,  while  fuch  Multitudes  would  remain 
all  equally  infupportable. 

By  which  Circumftance  I  conjectured,  that 
the  Quantity  of  thefe  Incurables  in  London , 
Wejlminjler  and  Southwark ,  would  be  very  con- 
fiderable;  and  that  a  generous  Contribution 
might  reafonably  be  expedted,  for  fuch  an 
HoJ'pital  as  1  am  recommending. 

Befides,  the  Number  of  thefe  Female  In¬ 
curables  would  probably  be  very  much  in- 
creafed  by  additional  Quantities  of  Old 
Maids;  who,  being  wearied  with  concealing 
their  ill  Humour,  for  one  Half  of  their  Lives, 
are  impatient  to  give  it  full  Vent  in  the  other. 
j  For,  old  Maids ,  like  old  thin-bodied  Wines, 
inftead  of  growing  more  agreeable  by  Years, 
i  are  obferved,  for  the  moll  part,  to  become 
t  intoleraby  Jharp ,  four ,  and  ufelejs. 


Under 
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Under  this  Denomination  alfo,  we  may  ex-  * 
pe£t  to  be  furnifhed  with  as  large  a  Collection 
of  old  Batchelors,  efpecially  thofe  who  have 
Eftates,  and  but  a  moderate  Degree  of  Under- 
ftanding.  For,  an  old  wealthy  Batchelor ,  being 
perpetually  furrounded  with  a  fet  of  Flatter¬ 
ers,  Covjins ,  poor  Dependents,  and  JV mld-be- 
Heirs,  who  for  their  own  Views  fubmit  to 
his  Perverfenefs  and  Caprice ;  becomes  infen- 
iibly  infedted  with  this  fcolding Malady,  which 
generally  proves  incurable,  and  renders  him 
difagreeable  to  his  Friends,  and  a  fit  Subject 
for  Ridicule  to  his  Enemies. 

As  to  the  incurable  Scriblers ,  (of  which  So¬ 
ciety  I  have  the  Honour  to  be  a  Member) 
they  probably  are  innumerable;  and,  of  Con- 
fequence,  it  will  be  abfolutely  impoffible  to 
provide  for  one  tenth  Part  of  their  Fraternity. 
However,  as  this  fet  of  Incurables ,  are  gene¬ 
rally  more  plagued  with  Poverty  than  any 
other,  it  will  be  a  double  Charity  to  admit 
them  on  the  Foundation.  A  Charity  to  the 
World,  to  whom  they  are  a  common  Peft  and 
Nufance ;  and,  a  Charity  to  themfelves,  to 
relieve  them  from  Want ,  Contempt ,  Kicking, 
and  feveral  other  Accidents  of  that  Nature,  to 
which  they  are  continually  liable. 

Grubjlreet  it  felf  would  then  have  reafon  to 
rejoice,  to  fee  fo  many  of  its  half-ftarv’d  Ma¬ 
nufacturers  amply  provided  for ;  and  the  whole 
Tribe  of  meagre  Incurables,  would  probably 
fhout  for  joy,  at  being  delivered  from  the 
4  '  Tyranny 
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tyranny  and  Garrets ,  of  Printers,  Pnblifbers' 
and  Bookfellers.  5 

What  a  mixed  Multitude  of  Ballad-Writers , 
Ode-Makers,  Ti  anjlators,  Farce-Compounders, 
Opera-Mongers ,  Biographers,  Pamphleteers,  and 
. Journalifts ,  would  appear  crowding  to  the 
Hofpital;  not  unlike  the  Brutes  reporting  to 
the  Ark  before  the  Deluge.  And  what  an 
univerfal  Satisfaction  would  fuch  a  Sight  afford 
to  all,  except  Paflry-Cooks,  Grocers,  Chand¬ 
lers,  and  'Tobacco-Retailers,  to  whom  alone 
the  Writings  of  thofe  Incurables  were  any  way 
profitable  ? 

I  have  often  been  amazed  to  obferve,  what 
a  Variety  of  incurable  Coxcombs  are  to  be  met 
with,  between  St.  James's  and  Limehoufe,  at 
every  Hour  of  the  Day ;  as  numerous  as  WelJJ) 
Parfons,  and  equally  contemptible.  How  they 
fwarm  in  all  Coffee-Houses,  Theatres,  publick- 
Walks,  and  private  AJjemblies ;  how  they  are 
inceffantly  employed  in  cultivating  Intrigues, 
and  every  kind  of  irrational  Pleafure:  How 
induftrious  they  feem  to  mimick  the  Appear¬ 
ance  of  Monkeys,  as  Monkeys  are  emulous  to 
imitate  the  Geftures  of  Men :  And  from  fuch 
Obfervations  I  concluded,  that  to  confine  the 
greateft  part  of  thofe  Incurables,  who  are  fo 
many  living  Burlefques  of  human  Nature, 
would  be  of  eminent  Service  to  this  Nation ; 
and  I  am  perfuaded,  that  I  am  far  from  be¬ 
ing  fingular  in  that  Opinion. 

As 


I 


(  H  ) 

As  for  the  incurable  Infidels  and  Licrs,  I 
jthall  range  them  under  the  fame  Article* 
and  would  willingly  appoint  them  the  fame 
Apartment  in  the  Hofpitalj  becaufe,  there 
is  a  much  nearer  Refemblance  between  them, 

than  is  generally  imagined. 

Have  they  not  an  equal  Delight  in  impofing 
Falfities  on  the  Publick  *  and  feem  they  not 
equally  defirous  to  be  thought  of  more  Saga¬ 
city  and  Importance  than  others  ?  Do  they 
not  both  report,  what  both  know  to  be  falfe; 
and  both  confidently  aflert  what  they  are  con- 
fcious  is  mod  liable  to  Contradiction  ? 

The  Parallel  might  eafily  be  carried  on 
much  further,  if  the  intended  Shortnefsof  this 
Efiay  would  admit  it.  However,  I  cannot 
forbear  taking  notice,  with  what  immenfe 
Quantities  of  incurable  Liens,  his  Majefly  s 
Kingdoms  are  overrun ;  what  Offence  and 
Prejudice  they  are  to  the  Publick ;  what  in¬ 
conceivable  Injury  to  private  Perfons;  and 
what  a  Neceflity  there  is,  for  an  Hofpital,  to 
relieve  the  Nation  from  the  Curje  of  fo  many 
Incurables. 

This  Diflemper .appears  almoft  in  as  many 
different  Shapes,  as  there  are  Perfons  afflicted 
with  it ;  and  in  every  Individual,  is  always 

beyond  the  Power  of  Medicine. 

Some  Lie  for  their  Intereft,  fuch  as  Fijh - 
Mongers ,  Flatterers,  Pimps,  Lawyers ,  Fortune- 
Hunters,  and  Fortune-Fellers ,  and  others  lie 
for  their  Entertainment,  as  Maids,  Wives, 

Widows, 
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Widow,  and  all  other  Tea-Table  Atten- 
dams. 

,  Some  lie  out  of  Vanity,  zs  Poets,  Painters, ,  - 
Players,  Fops ,  Military  Officers,  and  all  thofe 
who  frequent  the  Levees  of  the  Great:  And 
others  lie  out  of  Ill-nature,  as  old  Maids,  &c. 

Some  lie  out  of  Cujlom,  as  Lovers,  Cox- 
fombs,  Footmen,  Sailors ,  Mechanicks,  Merchants , 
and  Chamber-Maids-,  and  others  lie  out  of 
Complaifance  or  Neceffity,  as  Courtiers,  Chap¬ 
lains,  &c.  In  fhort,  it  were  endlefs  to  enume¬ 
rate  them  all,  but  this  Sketch  may  be  fufficient 
to  give  us  fome  fmall  imperfect  Idea  of  their 
Numbers. 

As  to  the  remaining  Incurables,  we  may 
reafonably  conclude,  that  they  bear  at  leaft 
an  equal  Proportion  to  thofe  already  men¬ 
tioned  5  but  with  Regard  to  the  incurable 
Wh  — es  in  this  Kingdom,  I  mu  ft  particularly 
obferve,  that  fuch  of  them  as  ar epublick,  and 
make  it  their  Profeflion,  have  proper  Hof-* 
pitals  for  their  Reception  already,  if  we  could 
find  Magijlrates  without  Paffions,  or  Officers 
without  an  incurable  Itch  to  a  Bribe.  .  And, 
fuch  of  them  as  are  private,  and  make  it  their 
Amufement,  I  fliould  be  unwilling  to  difturb 

i  for  two  Reafons.^  _ 

Firft ;  becaufe,  it  might  prooaoly  afflict 

|  many  Noble,  Wealthy,  Contented,  and  UnfuJpeSt- 

in?  Husbands,  by  convincing  them  of  their 

t  own  Dishonour,  and  the  unpardonable  Dii- 

loyalty  of  their  Wives'.  And  fecondly;  becaufe 

*  **  ""  It 

I  i 
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it  will  be  for  ever  impoffible  to  confine  a  Wo¬ 
man  from  being  guilty  of  any  kind  of  Mifcon- 
duCt,  when  once  file  is  firmly  refolved  to  at¬ 
tempt  it. 

From  all  which  Obfervations  every  reafo- 
nable  Man  muff  infallibly  be  convinced,  that 
an  Hofpital  for  the  Support  of  thefe  different 
kinds  of  Incurables,  would  be  extremely  bene¬ 
ficial  to  thefe  Kingdoms.  I  think  therefore, 
that  nothing  further  is  wanting,  but  to  de- 
monflrate  t6  the  Publick,  that  fuch  a  Scheme 
Is  very  practicable;  both  by  having  an  un¬ 
doubted  Method  to  raife  an  annual  Income, 
at  leaft  fufficient  to  make  the  Experiment ; 
(which  is  the  way  of  founding  ail  HoJ'pitals )  and 
by  having  alfo  a  ftrong  Probability,  that  fuch 
an  Hofpital  would  be  fupported  by  perpetual 
Benefactions ;  which,  in  very  few  Years,  might 
enable  us  to  increafe  the  Number  of  Incura¬ 
bles ,  to  9  tenths  more,  than  we  can  reason¬ 
ably  venture. on  at  firfh 


V 
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A  Computation  of  the  daily  and  an - 
nual  Expettces  of  an  Hofpital  to  be 
ereBed for  hicurables .  , 


p.  Bay, 

Ncurable  Fools,  are  almoft  infinite f 
However  at  firft  I  would  have  only 
20  thoufand  admitted  ;  and  allow¬ 


ing  to  each  Perfon  but  one  Shilling  1000 
per  Day  for  Maintenance,  which  is  1 
as  low  as  poffible,  the  daily  Expence  J  • 
for  this  Article  will  be  j 

Incurable  Knaves,  are,  it  poffible,  more  ^ 
numerous,  including  Foreigners,  e-/ 
fpecially  Irishmen.  Yet  I  wouldS^oo 
limit  the  Number  of  thefe  to  aboivh 


^o  thouiand ;  which  would  amount  to 
Incurable  Scolds,  would  be  plentifully . 
fupplied  from  almoft  every  Family  | 
in  the  Kingdom.  And  indeed,  toj 
make  this  "Hofpital  of  any  real  1.1500 
Benefit  we  cannot  admit  fewer, 
even  at  firft,  than  30  thouiand  in¬ 
cluding  the  Ladies  of  Bilhngfgate, 
and  Leaden-Hall  Market,  which  is  ,, 

Lbe  incurable  Scriblers,  are  undoubt- 
'  edly  a  very  confiderabie  Society  and  . 
of  that  Denomination,  I  would  ad- 1 
mit  at  lead  40  thoufand.;  became  it 
is  to  be  fuppofed,  that  well  Inc^“  L 


r 


d 

- 


(  1 

p.  Day, 

ties  will  be  found  in  greateft  Dif- 
trefs  for  a  daily  Maintenance.  And, 
if  we  bad  not  great  Encouragement 
to  hope,  that  many  of  that  Clafs  v,2ooq 
would  properly  be  admitted  among  * 
the  incurable  Fools,  I  fhould  ftrenu- 
oufly  intercede  to  have  10  or  20 
'  thou  fa  nd  more  added.  But  their  al¬ 
lowed  Number  will  amount  to 
Incurable  Coxcombs ,  are  very  numerous : 

And  confidering  what  Numbers  arei 
annually  imported  from  France  and^  £oo 
Italy ,  we  cannot  admit  fewer  thanV 
10  thoufand,  which  will  be 
Incurable  Infidels,  (as  they  affeft  to  be' 
called)  fhould  be  received  into  the 
Hofpital  to  the  Number  of  10  thou¬ 
fand:  However,  if  it  fhould  acci¬ 
dentally  happen,  to  grow  into  a  1  £0q 
Falhion  to  be  Believers ,  it  is  pro- 
bable,  that  the  great  part  of  them, 
would,  in  a  very  fhort  time,  be 
difmiffed  from  the  Hofpital,  as 
perfectly  cured.  Their  Expence  j 

would  be  J,t 

Incurable  Liers,  are  infinite  in  all  Parts' 
of  the  Kingdom:  And  making  Al¬ 
lowance  for  Citizens  Wives ,  Mercers 
Prentices ,  News-Writers,  old  Maids , 
and  Flatterers,  we  cannot  poffibly 
allow  a  fmaller  Number,  than  30 
thoufand,  which  will  amount  to 


i5oe 
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T he  Incurably  Envious, ate in  vaft  Quan-*> 

tities  throughout  this  whole  Nation.  * 

Nor  can  it  reafonably  be  expe&ed, 
that  their  Numbers  fhould  leffen!  : 
while  Fame  and  Honours  are  heaped 
upon  fome  particular  Perfons,  as 
the  publick  Reward  of  their  Supe¬ 
rior  Accomplifhments ;  while  others, 

i  4  11  Vi  .  ,  M  K.  xooo 

who  are  equally  excellent,  in  their  f 
own  Opinions,  are  conftrained  to  live 
unnoticed  and  contemned.  And  as  it  - 
would  be  impoffible  to  provide  for 
all  thofe  who  are  pofiefied  with  this 
Diftemper,  I  fhould  confent  to  ad- , 
mit  only  20  thoufand  at  firft  by  way 
of  Experiment,  amounting  to 
Of  the  Incurably  Vain ,  Affected,  and 
Impertinent-,  I  fhould  at  Raft  admit 
1  o  thoufand.  Which  Number  I  am 
confident  will  appear  very  inconfi- 
detable,  if  we  include  all  Degrees  pf  _ 
Females  from  the  Dutchefs  to  the  ^  fop 
Chamber-Maid ;  all  Poets,  who  have 
had  a  little  Succefs,  efpecially  in 
the  Hramatick  W ay ;  and  all  Play- .  • 
crs,  who  have  met  with  a  fmalll 
Degree  of  Approbation,  Amounting  | 
only  to 
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'  By  which  plain  Computation  it  is  evident, 
that  two  hundred  thoufand  Perions  will  be 
daily  provided  for,  and  the  Allowance  for 
maintaining  this  Collection  of  Incurables,  may 
be  feen  in  the  following  Account. 

k  -  *  ‘  -  -v  ‘1 

p.  Day. 


< 

Fools ,  being  20,000  at  one? 
Shilling  each  ) 

IOOO 

Knaves  at 

30,000  Ditto 

1500 

For  the  In- 

Scolds 

30,000 

1500 

curable  4  Scriblers 

40,000 

2000 

Coxcombs 

10,000 

5°° 

Infidels 

10,000 

5°° 

Liers 

30,000 

1500 

For  the  In- 

Envious 

20,000 

3000 

curably 

l  Vain 

10,000 

50° 

Total  mainain’d 

« 

200,000  Tot.  Ex. 

10,000 

From  whence  it  appears,  that 
the  daily  Expence  will  a- 
mount  to  fuch  a  Sum,  as  in 
365  Days  comes  to 


And  I  am  fully  fatisfied,  that  a  Sum,  much 
preater  than  this,  may  eaiily  be  raifed,  with 
all  poffible  Satisfadion  to  the  Subject,  and 
without  interfering  in  the  kail  with  the  Re¬ 
venues  of  the  Crown. 


M.  'T’b.  H. 
3,650,000 
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In  the  firft  place,  a  large  Proportion  of  this 
Sum  might  be  raifed  by  the  voluntary  Con¬ 
tribution  of  the  Inhabitants. 

The  computed  Number  of  People  in  Great 
Britain,  is  very  little  lefs  than  eight  Millions 
of  which,  upon  a  moft  moderate  Computa¬ 
tion,  we  may  account  one  half  to  be  Incura¬ 
bles.  And,  as  all  thofe  different  Incurables, 
whether  a  ding  in  the  Capacity  of  Friends , 
Acquaintances,  Wives,  Husbands,  Daughters, 
Counfellors,  Barents,  Old-Maids,  or  Old- Bat¬ 
chelors,  are  inconceivable  Plagues  to  all  thofe 
with  whom  they  happen  to  be  concerned ; 
and  as  there  is  no  Hope  of  being  eafed  of 
fuch  Plagues,  except  by  fuch  an  Hofpital , 
which  by  Degrees  might  be  enlarged  to  con¬ 
tain  them  all :  I  think,  it  cannot  be  doubted, 
that  at  lead;  3  Millions  and  an  Half  of  People, 
out  of  the  remaining  Proportion,  would  be 
found  both  able  and  defirous,  to  contribute 
fo  fmall  a  Sum  as  20  Shillings  per  Annum,  for 
the  Quiet  of  the  Kingdom,  the  Peace  of  pri¬ 
vate  Families,  and  the  Credit  of  the  Nation 
in  general.  And  this  Contribution  would 
amount  to  very  near  our  requifite  Sum. 

Nor  can  this  by  any  means  be  efteemed  a 
wild  Conjedure;  For,  where  is  there  a  Man 
of  common  Senfe,  Honejly,  or  Good-Nature, 
who  would  not  gladly  propofe  even  a  much 
greater  Sum,  to  be  freed  from  a  Scold,  a  Knave, 
a  Fool,  a  Lier,  a  Coxcomb  conceitedly  repeat¬ 
ing  the  Compofitions  of  others ,  or  a  vain  im¬ 
pertinent  Poet  repeating  his  own?  V1 
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In  the  next  Place,  it  may  juftly  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  many  young  Noblemen ,  Knights * 
Squires ,  and  extravagant  Heirs ,  with  very 
large  EfUtes,  would  be  confined  in  our  Hof- 
pital.  And  I  would  propofe,  that  the  annual 
Income  of  every  particular  Incurables  Eftate, 
fhould  be  appropriated  to  the  Ufe  of  the  Houfe. 
But,  befides  thefe,  there  will  undoubtedly  be 
many  old  Mifers ,  Aldermen,  Juftices,  Directors 
of  Companies,  Templers,  and  Merchants  of  all 
Kinds,  whofe  Perfohal  Fortunes  are  immenfe, 
and  who  fhould  proportionably  pay  to  the , 
Hofpital. 

Yet,  left  by  being  here  mifunderftood,  I 
fhould  feem  to  propofe  an  unjuft  or  oppreffive 
Scheme ,  I  fhall  further  explain  my  Defign. 

Suppofe,  for  inftance,  a  young  Nobleman , 
poffefled  of  io  or  20  thoufand  Pounds prr  An¬ 
num,  fhould  accidentally  be  confined  there, 
as  an  Incurable :  I  would  have  only  fuch  a 
Proportion  of  his  Eftate,  applied  to  the  Sup¬ 
port  of  the  Hofpital,  as  he  himfelf  would 
fpend,  if  he  were  at  Liberty.  And  after  his 
Death,  the  Profits  of  the  Eftate  fhould  regu¬ 
larly  devolve  to  the  next  lawful  Heir,  whe¬ 
ther  Male  or  Female. 

And  my  reafon  for  this  Propofal,  is;  be- 
caufe,  confiderable  Eftates,  which  probably 
would  be  fquandered  away  among  Hounds, 
Horfes,  Hawks ,  Whores ,  Sharpers ,  Surgeons , 
‘Taylors,  Pimps,  Majquerades,  or  Architects,  if 
left  to  the  Management  of  fuch  Incurables  ; 

would* 
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would,  by  this  Means,  become  of  fome  real 
Ufe  both  to  the  Publick  and  themfelves.  And 
perhaps  this  may  be  the  only  Methodwhich 
can  be  found,  to  make  fuch  young  Spend¬ 
thrifts  of  any  real  Benefit  to  their  Country.  ' 

And  altho’  the  Eftates  of  deceafed  In¬ 
curables  might  be  permitted  to  defcend  to 
the  pext  Heirs,  the  Hofpital  would  probably 
fuftain  no  great  Difadvantage ;  becaufe,  it  is 
very  likely,  that  moft  of  thofe  Heirs  would 
alfo  gradually  be  admitted  under  fome  Deno¬ 
mination  or  other;  and  confequently  their 
Eftates  would  again  devolve  to  the  Ufe  of  the 
Hofpital. 

As  to  the  wealthy  Mifers,  &c.  I  would  have 
their  private  Fortunes  nicely  examined  and 
calculated ;  becaufe,  if  they  were  old  Batche¬ 
lors ,  (as  it  would  frequently  happen)  their 
whole  Fortunes  (hould  then  be  appropriated 
to  the  Endowment;  but,  if  married,  I  would 
leave  two  thirds  of  their  Fortunes,  for  the 
Support  of  their  Families;  which  Families 
would  chearfuliy  confent  to  give  away  the 
remaining  third,  if  not  more,  to  be  freed  from 
fuch  peevifh  and  dilagreeable  Governors. 

So  that,  deducing  from  the  two  hundred 
thoufand  Incurables,  the  40  thoufand  Scrib- 
Jersy  who,  to  be  fure,  would  be  found  in  very 
bad  Circumftances;  I  believe,  among  the  re¬ 
maining  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  Fools, 
Knaves ,  and  Coxcombs,  fo  many  would  be 

found  of  Large  Eftates  and  Eafy  Fortunes,  as 

*  • '  a  " "  '  would 
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would  at  leaf!  produce  two  hundred  thoufand 

Pounds  per  Annum. 

As  a  further  Addition  to  our  Endowment, 

|  would  have  a  Tax  upon  all  Infcriptions  on 
Lombftones,  Monuments,  and  Obelisks  ere&ed  to 
the  Honour  of  the  Dead,  or  on  Porticos  and 
‘ Prophies  to  the  Honour  of  toe  Living .  Be- 
caufe  thefe  will  naturally  and  properly  come 
under  the  Article  of  Lies ,  Pride,  Vanity,  &c. 

And,  if  all  Infcriptions  throughout  this  King¬ 
dom,  were  impartially  examined,  in  order  to 
tax  thofe  which  fnould  appear  demqnftrably 
falfe  or  flattering,  I  am  convinced,  that  not 
one  fifth  Part  of  the  Number,  would,  after 

fuch  a  Scrutiny,  efcape  exempted. 

Many  an  ambitious  turbulent  Spirit  would 
then  be  found,  belied  with  the  oppofite  Tide 
of  Lover  of  his  Country ;  and  many  a  Middle- 
fex  JuJlice,  as  improperly  defcribed,  jleeping 
in  Hope  of  Salvation. 

Many  an  Ufurer,  difcredited  by  the  Appel¬ 
lations  of  honeft, and  frugal ;  and  many  a 
yer,  with  the  Character  of  conlcientious  and 

equitable. 

1  Many  a  Britifh  Statefman  and  General,  de¬ 
caying,  with  more  Plonour  than  they  lived ; 
and  their  Dufts,  diftinguifhed  with  a  better 
Reputation,  than  when  they  were  animated. 

Many  dull  Parfons,  improperly  ftiled  Elor 
qucnt  5  and  as*many  ftupid  Phyjicicins,  impro¬ 
bably  ftiled  Learned . 

Yet; 
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fTy 

Yet,  notwithftanding  the  Extenfivenefs  of 
a  1  ax  upon  fuch  Monumental  Impojitions ,  I  will 
count  only  upon  20  thoufand,  at  five  Pounds 
per  Annum  each,  which  will  amount  to  one 
hundred  thoufand  Pounds  annually. 

To  thefe  Annuities,  I  would  alfo  requeft 
the  Parliamejit  of  this  Nation,  to  allow  the  Be¬ 
nefit  of  two  Lotteries  yearly  j  by  which  the 
Hofpital  would  gain  two  hundred  thoufand 
Pounds  clear.  Nor  can  fuch  a  Requeft  feem 
any  way  extraordinary,  fince  it  would  be  ap¬ 
propriated  to  the  Benefit  of  Fools  and  Knaves , 
which  is  the  foie  Caufe  of  granting  one  for 
this  prefent  Year. 

In  the  laft  Place,  I  would  add  the  Eftate  of 
Richard  Norton  Efquire ;  and  to  do  his  Me¬ 
mory  all  poflible  Honour,  I  would  have  his 
Statue  eredted  in  the  very  firjl  Apartment  of 
the  Hofpital,  or  in  any  other  which  might 
feem  more  apt.  And,  on  his  Monument,  I 
would  permit  a  long  Infcription,  compofed 
by  his  deareft  Friends,  which  fhould  remain 
Fax-free  for  ever. 

From  thefe  feveral  Articles  therefore, 
would  annually  arife  the  following  Sums. 


E 


From 
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*  .  M.  ?b.  H. 

P.  Ann. 

From  the  voluntary  Contributions  3,500,000 
From  the  Eflates  of  the  Incurables  200,000 
By  the  Tax  upon  Tombftones,Mo-i 

numents,  &c.  (that  of  Richard C  100,000 
Norton  Efq;  always  excepted)  j 
By  two  annua!  Lotteries  200,000 

By  the  Eftate  of  Rickard  Norton  Efq.  6,000 

1  Total  4,600,000 


And  the  neceffary  Sum  for  the?  , 
Hofpital  being  5  3  >050,00 

There  will  remain  annually  over')  OQo 
and  above  I  ^  ’ 


Which  Sum  of  356,000  /.  fhould  be  ap¬ 
plied  towards  eredting  the  Building,  and 
to  anfwer  accidental  Expences,  in  luch  a 
manner,  as  fhould  feem  moll  proper  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  Defign  of  the  Hofpital.  But  the 
whole  Management  of  it  fhould  be  left  to 
the  Skill  and  Difcretion  of  thofe,  who  are  to 
be  conftituted  Governors. 

It  may,  indeed,  prove  a  Work  of  fome 
fmall  Difficulty,  to  fix  upon  a  commodious 
Place,  large  enough  for  a  Building  of  this 
nature.  I  fhould  have  thoughts  of  attempt¬ 
ing  to  enclofe  all  Yorkshire,  if  I  were  not 

z  appre- 
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apprehenfive,  that  it  would  be  crowded  with 
fo  many  incurable  Knaves  of  its  own  Growth, 
that  there  would  not  be  the  lead  room  left 
for  the  Reception  of  any  others:  By  which 
Accident,  our  whole  P.rojedt  might  be  retard¬ 
ed  for  fome  Time. 

Thus  have  I  fet  this  Matter  in  the  plained: 
Light  I  could,  that  every  one  may  judge  of 
the  Neceflity,  Ufefulnefs,  andPradicablenefs 
of  this  Scheme :  And  I  {hall  only  add  a  few 
fcattered  Hints,  which,  to  me,  feem  not  alto¬ 
gether  unprofitable. 

I  think  the  Prime-Minister  for  the 
Time  being,  ought  largely  to  contribute  to 
fuch  a  Foundation;  becaufe  his  high  Station 
and  Merits  tnuft  of  Neceffity  infedt  a  great 
Number  with  Envy ,  Hatred ,  Lying,  and  fuch 
fort  of  Diftempers ;  and  of  Confequence  fur- 
ntth  the  Hofpital  annually  with  many  In¬ 
curables. 

I  would  defire,  that  the  Governors  ap¬ 
pointed  todiredt  this  Hofpital,  ffiouldbave  (if 
fuch  a  thing  were  poffible)  fome  Appearance 
of  Religion,  and  Belief  in  God-,  becaufe,  thofe 
who  are  to  be  admitted  as  incurable  Infidels , 
Atheifis, ,  Delfts,  and  Freethinkers,  molt  of  which 
Tribe  are  only  lb  out  of  Pride,  C  onceit,  and 
Mediation ;  might  perhaps  grow  gradually  into 
Believers ,  if  they  perceived  it  to  be  the  Cuf- 
tom  of  the  Place  where  they  lived, 

E  2 
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Altho’  it  be  not  cuftomary  for  tlie  Na¬ 
tives  of  Ireland  to  meet  with  any  manner  of 
Promotion  in  this  Kingdom,  I  would,  in  this 
Refpe&v  have  that  National  Prejudice  entirely 
laid  afide ;  and  requeft,  that  for  the  Reputa¬ 
tion  of  both  Kingdoms,  a  large  Apartment 
in  the  Hofpital  may  be  fitted  up,  for  Ir.ijh- 
men  particularly,  who  either  by  Knavery,  Lewd- 
nefs ,  or  Fortune-Hunting  fhould  appear  qua¬ 
lified  for  Admittance:  Becaufe,  their  Num¬ 
bers  would  certainly  be  very  considerable. 

,  #  I  would  further  requeft,  that  a  Father ,  who 
fee  ms  delighted  at  feeing  his  Son  Metamor- 
phofed  into  a  Fop,  or  a  Coxcomb,  becaufe 
he  hath  travelled  from  London  to  Paris ; 
may  be  fent,  along  with  the  yoting  Gentle¬ 
man,  to  the  Hofpital,  as  an  old  Fool,  abfo- 
lutely  incurable. 

If  a  Poet  hath  luckily  produced  any  thing, 
efpecially  in  the  Dramatick  Way,  which  is 
tolerably  well  received  by  the  Publick,  he 
fhould  be  fent  immediately  to  the  Hofpital  } 
becaufe  incurable  Vanity  is  always  the  Con- 
fequenceof  a  little  Succefs.  And,  if  hisCom- 
•  pofitions  be  ill  received,  let  him  be  admitted 
as  a  Seri  bier. 

And  I  hope,  in  regard  to  the  great  Pains 
I  have  taken,  about  this  Scheme,  that  1  Aral l 
be  admitted  upon  the  Foundation,  as  one  of 
the fcribling  Incurables.  But  as  an  additional 
Favour,  I  intreat,  that  I  may  not  be  placed 

in 
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•in  an  Apartment  _  with  a  Poet,  who  hath 
employed  his  Genius  for  the  Stage  j  becaufe 
he  will  kill  me  with  repeating  his  own  Com- 
pofitions;  and  I  need  not  acquaint  the  World, 
that  it  is  extremely  painful  to  bear  any  Non¬ 
fen  fe — — ,  except  our  own. 

My  private  Reafon  for  folliciting  fo  early 
to  be  admitted,  is ;  becaufe  it  is  obferved  that 
Schemers  and  Projectors  are  generally  reduced 
to  Beggary ;  but,  by  my  being  provided  for  in 
the  Hofpital,  either  as  an  Incurable  Fool  or  a 
Scribler ;  that  difcouraging  Obfervation  will 
for  once  be  publickly  difproved,  and  my  Bre¬ 
thren  in  that  way  will  be  fecure  of  a  publick 
Reward  for  their  Labours. 

z- 

It  gives  me,  I  own,  a  great  Degree  of  Hap- 
pinefs,  to  reflect,  that  altho’  in  this  fhort 
Treatife,  the  Characters  of  many  Thoufands 
are  contained,  among  the  vaft  Variety  of  In¬ 
curables  ;  yet,  not  any  one  Perfon  is  likely 
to  be  offended ;  becaufe,  it  is  natural  to  ap¬ 
ply  ridiculous  Characters  to  all  the  World 
except  our  felves.  And  I  dare  be  bold  to 
fay,  that  the  mod  incurable  Fool,  Knave, 
Scold,  Coxcomb,  Scribler,  or  Lier,  in  this' 
whole  Nation,  will  fooner  enumerate  the 
Circle  of  their  Acquaintance  as  addicted  to 
thofe  Diftetnpers,  than  once  imagine  them- 
felves  any  way  qualified  for  fuch  an  HoJ- 
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I  hope  indeed,  that  our  wife  Legifature 
will  take  this  Projedt  into  their  ferious  Confi- 
deration ;  and  promote  an  Endowment,  which 
will  be  of  fuch  eminent  Service  to  Multitudes 
of  his  Majefty’s  unprofitable  Subjects,  and 
may  in  time  be  of  ufe  to  themfelves  and  their 
Pojlerity. 

From  my  Garret,  in  Moor-Fields. 

Aug.  10.  xf33- 
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T  O  T  H  E 

HONOURABLE 

Houfe  of  COMMONS,  &c. 

■ '  .  ''  *’  ||| 

The  humble  'Petition  of  the  Footmen  in  and  about 

the  City  of  Dublin. 

Humbly  Sheweth, 

HAT  your  Petitioners  are  a  great 
and  numerous  Society ,  endowed  with 
feveral  Privileges,  Time  out  of  Mind. 

That  certain  lewd,  idle,  and  diforderly 
Perfons,  for  feveral  Months  pad,  as  it  is 
.notorioufly  known,  have  been  daily  feen 
in  the  publick  Walks  of  this  City,  habited 
fometimes  in  Green-Coats ,  and  fometimes  in 
laced,  with  long  Oaken  Cudgels  in  their  Hands, 
and  without  Swords,  in  hopes  to  procure 
Favour,  by  that  Advantage,  with  a  great 
Number  of  Ladies  who  frequent  thofe  Walks, 
pretending  and  giving  themfelves  out  to  be 
true  genuine  Irijh  Footmen.  Whereas  they 
can  be  proved  to  be  no  better  than  common 
Toupees-,  as  a  judicious  Eye  may  foon  difco- 
ver,  by  their  aukward ,  clumfy,  ungenteel  Gate 
and  Behaviour ;  by  their  Unlkilfulnefs  in 
Drefs,  even  with  the  Advantage  of  wear- 
jng  our  Habits  j  by  their  ill  favoured  Coun- 
■  '  tenances, 
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tenances,  with  an  air  of  Impudence  and  Dull- 
nefs  peculiar  to  the  reft  of  their  Brethren : 
Who  have  not  yet  arrived  at  that  tranfcen- 
dent  Pitch  of  Afturance.  Although,  it  may 
be  juftly  apprehended,  that  they  will  do  fo  in 
time,  if  thefe  Counterfeits  (hall  happen  to 
fucceed  in  their  evil  Defign,  of  palling  for 
real  Footmen,  thereby  to  render  themfelves 
more  amiable  to  the  Ladies. 

Your  Petitioners  do  further  alledge,  that 
many  of  the  faid  Counterfeits,  upon  a  ftridt 
Examination,  have  been  found  in  the  very 
Adt  of  f  rutting ,  /wearing, ,  flaring,  fwagger- 
ing  in  a  manner  that  plainly  fhewed  their  beft 
Endeavours  to  imitate  us.  Wherein,  altho1 
they  did  not  fucceed,  yet  by  their  ignorant 
and  ungainly  way  of  copying  our  Graces, 
the  utmoft  Indignity  was  endeavoured  to  be 
caft  upon  our  whole  Profeffion. 

Your  Petitioners  do  therefore  make  it  their 
humble  Requeft,  that  this  Honourable  Houfe 
(to  many  of  whom  your  Petitioners  are  nearly 
allied)  will  pleafe  to  take  this  Grievance  into 
your  moft  ferious  Confideration :  Humbly 
fubmitting,  whether  it  would  not  be  proper, 
that  certain  Officers  might,  at  the  publick 
Charge,  be  employed  to  fearch  for,  and  dis¬ 
cover  all  fuch  counterfeit  Footmen,  and  carry 

them  before  the  next  fuflice  of  Peace  •,  by 
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wliofe  Warrant,  upon  the  fird  Convi&ion, 
they  fliould  be  Gripp’d  of  their  Coals,  and 
Oaken  Ornaments,  and  be  fet  two  Hours  in 
the  Stocks.  Upon  the  fecond  Convi&ion, 
bendes  dripping,  be  fet  fix  Hours  in  the 
Stocks,  with  a  Paper  pinned  on  their  Bread 
fignifying  their  Crime,  in  large  capital  Let¬ 
ters,  and  in  the  following  Words.  A.  B. 
commonly  called  A.  B.  Efq;  a  'Toupee,  and 
a  notorious  Impojlor. ,  who  prefumed  to  perfo¬ 
liate  a  true  Irijh  Footman. 

i  1  * 

And  for  any  further  Offence  the  faid 
Toupee  (hall  be  committed  to  Bridewell, 
whipp’d  three  times,  forced  to  hard  Labour 
for  a  Month,  and  not  be  fet  at  Liberty,  till 
he  fiiall  have  given  fufficient  Security  for  his 
good  Behaviour. 

Your  Honours  will  pleafe  to  obferve  with 
what  Lenity  we  propofe  to  treat  thefe  enor¬ 
mous  Offenders,  who  have  already  brought 
fijch  a  Scandal  on  our  Honourable  Calling , 
that  feveral  well-meaning  People  have  mil- 
taken  them  to  be  of  our  Fraternity,  in  di¬ 
minution  to  that  Credit  and  Dignity  where¬ 
with  we  have  fupported  our  Station,  as  we 
always  did,  in  the  Word  of  Times.  And 
we  further  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  this 
was  manifedly  done  with  a  [editions  Defign, 

to  render  us  lefs  capable  of  ferving  the  Pub- 

P  lick. 
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in  any  great  Employments,  as 
of  our  Fraternity ?  as  well*  as  our  Ancefiorsi 
have  done. 
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noun ,  to  give  ne< 

,  hefj  in  this  prefent  Exigency,  and  your 

ever 


Petitioners  (as  in  Duty  bound) 
pray,  &c. 


Dublin 
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